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Thoughts on Ornamenting Graves with Flowers. 


« Unfeeling wit may fcorn, and pride may frown, 
« Yet fancy, emprefs of the realms of fong, 
«* Shall blefs the decent mode, and reafon own 
«« Tt may be right for who can prove it wrong ?” 
Mason. 





EVERAL travellers, who have vifited the romantic re- 

gions of Cambria, have noticed a cuftom that prevails 
amongft the inhabitants of that country, of planting and 
firewing evergreens and flowers on the graves of their de- 
ceafed relatives. But no one has written more pleafingly on 
this fubjeét, than the Rev. Mr. Warner, of Bath, who to 
elegance of diftion and claflic erudition, has added a tender- 
nefs of fentiment that cannot fail to intereft the reader. This 
gentleman is of opinion, that the cuftom alluded to is of 
very remote origin, Nor would it be difficut to trace from 
heathen writers, in what great veneration this duty was held, 
and with what rigid pun@tuality it was obferved by the 
ancient Greeks and Romans. It has, indeed, afforded a fund 
of beautiful imagery to the poets of almoft every age. But, 
waving all refearches into hiftoric records, to prove the 
antiquity of this mournful right, let us awhile confider it in 
another point of view. 

Though the ruftic, whofe little flock of goats climb the 
tugged heights of Plinlimmon, feels not his fenfes vibrate 
with the fuperftition of older times, though the myfterious 
frains of Druids no longer roufe the torpid faculties to en- 
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thufiafm ; yet the inborn inftin& of the Cambrian’s foul, in 
samed{ure; ftill remains.: That fervour of imagination which 

tenga the aborigines of Wales to revere the hallowed charms 
of the mifletoe, even tothe prefent day (though its effefis 
may not be fo powerful es formerly) infpires their defcen. 
dants. The flames of fanaticif{m, which it hath been the toil 
of ages to enkindle, will not immediately fubfide. To this 
ealt of. fuperftition may bejattributed their credtilous belief 
in magic {pells. This it is, which prompts them to adorn 
with flowers, at certain feafons of the year, the graves of 
-their departed kindred. But-here their fuperftition thines-in 
her faireft light; this 1s her nobleft work—a work, which it 
would be well, if he, of whom+he beams of revelation hhine, 
ceigned but to imitate! 

Whilft paying this taft fad tribute to the manés of the 
dead, awed by the folemnity the fhrines of mortality {pread 
around infpire, the ideas muft nec effarily, concentrate; fancy 
wings hér flightto Heav en—perhaps memory will then recal 
the vifions of departed days; the wretched mourner refleéts 
how fhort’a period has elapfed, fince he, on whofe. inanimate 

cs his tears are falling, haftened to the felf fame fpot, to 
pe: torm the fame funcial office he now himlelf requires! 


The hand that lifts the dibble, fhakes with fear, 
* Left haply it difturb the friend below.” 


If, at this awful jun@ure, his mind fuggefts a recolleétion, 
that the difembodied f[pirt of the deceafed_ hovers invifibly 
around the fpot that inclofes his mortal afhes, and beholds 
with pleafure this teft of his furvivors’ love ;—how is the 
weeping fufferer agitated '!—the fine-ftrung chotds of fen- 
{ibility are wound to their higheft pitch !—Start not, gentle 
reader, at the idea, that the foyl may quit its aérial manfion, 
to view the deeds of man.“ Tel] me not, it is a fuperftition 

‘incompatible with reafon—in all events “ it is an error {weet 
and lucrative.” 

ifavi ng thus remarked, haw far this memorial of affection, 
thoug! h fprung from fuperftition, tends to excite emotions of 
pic ys ct us briefly obferve how great a contraft prevails in 
feycral gheneteties of England. 

It is a wifh, naturally implanted i in the heart of man, that 

-whea he fhall have put off his flethly robe, it may relt undif- 
turved in its parent element, till the final day 


* When 
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“ When bone to its appropriate bone fhall join, 
* And at the Eternal’s high tribunal ftand 
“ In full identity.” 


_ Yet how fadly is this fcene reverfed in our village church- 
yards ! inftead of odoriferous plants the rankeft weeds are 
permitted to grow upon the graves. How often is the tra- 
veller fhocked to behold an eyelefs fkull unhoufed above the 
foil, whilft the curate’s cattle are quietly enjoying their paf-. 
time, and trampling up theturf. What a violation is this of 
the facred rites of fepulture ! 

Ye Englifhmen! who boaft, juflly boaft the arts of refine. 
ment, deem it not derogatory from your dignity to imitate, 
in this refpe€&t, your untutored neighbours. If ye do not 
ftriftly obferve each fuperftitious ceremony, pay at leait 
fome regard to the calls of humanity, and remember it is 
almoft the only means ictt you by Providence to teltify your 


veneration for the dead. 
PHILANTHROPOS. 





Account of the Life of Dr. Harrington, of Bath. ry 
{From Public Characters of 1799—1800. ] 
(Concluded from Page 270,) 


E was fond of mechanical arts, and difplayed much’ 

ingenuity in the conftiuction of {everal mathematical 
inftruments he made for Lisown ufe: in fhort, his genius was 
univerfal ; he knew fomething of every thing, and whatever 
he undertook, was always fuccefsfully accomplifhed. He 
was well acquainted with altronomy ; but his favourite fludy 
and amufement was that enchanting fcience, whofe dulcet 
charms have power 


7 To foothe the favage breaft, 
To foften rocks, and bend the knotted oak.” 


And, though very young and felf-taught, he was well known, 
and much admired in the mufical world for the delicacy and 
fweetnefs of his compofitions, and alfo for his fuperior tafe 
and execution on the flute. He played the harpficord, hut 
only to fet his mufic; it was not-his favourite inftrument; he 


Atver performed on it in public. 
2Ue The... 












































284 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


The celebrated Dr. Hays, of Oxford, father of the late 
Doétor of that name, founded a club of gentlemen muficians, 
vocal and inflrumental, none of whom were permitted to 
perform, unlefs they could play and fing at fight. If any 
gentleman committed a blunder, he was not allowed to con. 
tinue his performance that evening; and, in order to have 
them perfeé in their different parts, Dr. Hays gave each a 
bill of the next night’s entertainment. By adhering tothefe 
rules, this charming fociety met for many years in true har. 
mony. Dr, Harrington foon became a principal ornament 
to it, and felt delighted in the opportunity it afforded him to 
bécome acquainted with the learned and ingenious Dr. Hays, 
whofe friendthip he poffeffed to the end of his life. He often 
mentions this mufical affociation with pleafure, and regrets 
that there are no longer any fuch; yet it is by no means 
wonderful, fince we find the gentlemen of the prefent day 
more inclined to derive amufement from the exertions of 
profeffional men (the number of whom are increafed ten to 
one} than their own, where it requires (as in mufic! fo much 
Jabour to attain any degree of excellence; and, indeed, if we 
confider how many claims the world has upon the time of 
men of fafhion and fortune, it will no longer appear a matter 
of furprize, that very few, fo circumftanced, become pro- 
ficients in any of the fciences; at the fame time we muh 
remark, with infinite fatisfattion, the very great and liberal 
encouragement they give to thofe, whofe talents and induftry 
merit diftin&tion and reward, 

A catch club, of which the do€tor has been a principal 
member, had been eftablifhed at Bath, for feveral years, at the 
White Lion, was removed a few years fince to the White Hart 
Inn, Abaut four years ago Mr. Rauzzini, who has, with 
much talent and liberality, conduéted the concerts at Bath 
above twenty years, had the preceding year loft confiderably 
by condu@ing that concert. A meeting was held by the fub- 
{cribers, in order to prevent fuch a circumftance from happen- 
ing again the following year; when twelve gentlemen, 0 
large fortune, agreed to undertake the concert that year, and, 
3f there fhould prove a deficiency, to defray the expences out 
of their pockets. This was all well, and liberal enough, had 
they ftopt there; but fome of them, who came forward (as it 
fhould appear from motives of vanity, and who were mem- 
hers of the catch lub), foon after beg2n to think that they 
might poffibly be a few pounds out of pocket at the end ot 
the feafon, if the catch club continued the winter, . They 
accordingly contrived to get a meeting of fome ri “a fubs 
cribers, 
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{cribers, and voted no catch club for that feafon! Dr. Har- 
nagton, who was not. confulted, was difpleafed at what he 
juftlly called the mean conduét of thefe parfimonious regula- 
tors. He, therefore, rallied his friends and acquaintance to: 
hold a meeting to totally annihilate the old club, and to create 
another, under the name of the Harmonic Society.. This. 
was effectully carried into execution, and new rules efta- 
lifhed to put this fociety upon an infinite better footing than 
the old catch club; it was more liberal, more extenfive, 
and yet much lefs expenfive. The number of fubfcribers 
was foon very great; but ftill they were fele&, as none but 
gentlemen of charafler were propofed and balloted for. 
Thus many difagrceables were for ever cut off from this fo- 
ciety. Itis now the beft mufical fociety in England ; and has 
the Prince of Wales, Duke of York, and many of the firft 
nobility and gentry, members of it. The Doétor contributes 
much to the harmony of the fociety, by introducing his own 
new compofitions; and has the pleafure of hearing his old 
eompofitions performed in the beft manner. This fociety 
meets every Friday, during the winter and {pring months ; 
and every member has the privilege of bringing a friend. 
There is a cold fupper, and much conviviality’after. When 
fupper is finifhed, the old grace is fung of nom nobis Domine, 
which the Doétor always accompanies on the harpficord. 
The firft toaft that is drank is (by a rule enafted), ‘* Doétor 
Harrington, the founder of the Harmonic Society.” 

The Doétor has, through life, been a warm and generous 
patron to ail men of mutfical talents. His own are unequalled 
even by the profeffion—a truth that muft be felt by every 
lover of tafte, elegance, expreflion, and delicacy ; charms 
that highly charaéterize all his compofitions, which, though 
fo various, are, like the charaéters of the immortal Shakefpear, 
all original. An anthem, which the Dofor compofed for 
thirty-fix voices, is, perhaps one of the richeft fpecimens of 
genius and fcientific knowledge that has ever appeared fincé 
the produétions of the fublime Handel, to which alone it 
is inferior. He has alfo favoured the public with many 
other anthems, hymns, &c. fo truly beautiful, and fo juftly 
approved, that they are performed in many places of divine 
worfhip. As a profound judge, the Doftor is an enthu 
fiaftic admirer of the above incomparable compofer, and wag 
deeply offended with the celebrated and ingenious Raugzitii 
for remarking that ‘‘ Handel was a good German mufician 
enough, but the Italians have many Handels.” And he very 


warmly replied, Not all the muficians that Italy ever 
boafted, 
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boafted, put together, could produce the celeftial harmony 
of his choruffes.’” The Doétor’s favorite ftyle of compofi. 
tion, and that in which he excels moft, is the tender and pa. 
thetic. Many of his fongs, trios, elegies, &c. poflefling 
all that fweet foft witching of melody that finks deep into the 
heart, and gently proves, that 


** Mulic is the food of love.” 


And his poetry, according with his notes, give us to believe 
fuch is his opinion. Amongft feveral, whofe beauty made it 
difficult to fele& any one with preference, may be mentioned, 
jn illuftration of this idea, the univerfally and juftly admired 
one of, 


** How {weet is the pleafure, how great the delight,” 
«se e ” 
When foft love and harmony together unite.” &c. 


The Doéftor has alfo difplayed much comic humour in fome 
of his produftions; and his “ Old Thomas Day”’ (Io ini- 
mitably executed by the late celebrated Edwin, of Covent 
Garden); “ Give me the fweet Quaker’s Wedding ;” “‘ The 
ftammering Song ;”’ and “ the Alderman’s Thumb ;” have 
each contributed to his popularity and fame!!! 

As a medical character, he has ever been highly refpeéed. 
He firft prattifed at Wells, in Somerfetfhire, in the year 
1753; whither he went, on his quitting Oxford and marry- 
jng the amiable and accomplifhed Mifs Mufgrave, with the 
hopes of fuccefs, as at that time there was no other phyfician 
there. However, after a few years, he found the advantages 
by no means adequate to the inconveniences attending the 
fituation, and he removed to Bath, where he has continued to 
practice with private emolument and public honour. His 
difpofition is humane and benevolent; and he is equally 
loved and refpetted by all ranks of people. He is at this 
time Phyfician to his Royal Highnefs the Duke of York, 
and many of the firft nobility. 

The Doétor for many years attended the Dowager Lady 
Trevor, reli€t of Lord Trevor, and Jaft furviving daughter 
of the famous Sir Richard Steele. ‘The Doétor {peaks of 
this Lady as poffefling all the wit, humour, and gaiety of her 
father, together with moft of his faults. She was extrava- 
gant, and always in debt; but fhe was generous, charitable, 
and humane. She was particularly partial to young people, 
whom fhe frequently entertained moft liberally, and de- 
lighted them with the pleafantry and volubjlity of her dif. 
9 courle, 
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courfe. Her perfon was like that which her pleafant father 
defcribes of himfelf in the Speétator, with his fhort face, 
&c. &e. Alittle before her death (which. was in the month 
of December) fhe fent for her Doétor: and, on his entering 
her chamber, he faid, “* How fares your Lady thip ?” She re- 
plied, “ Oh! ‘my dear Doétor, ill fare! I am going to break 
up before the holidays!’? This agreeable lady lived many 
years in Queen’s Square, Bath, and, in the fummer months, 
at St. Ann’s Hill, Surry, the prefent refidence of the 
Honourable Charles James Fox. 

About four years fince Doétor Harrington received the 
office of Chief Magiltrate of Bath, much to the fatisfaétion 
of his fellow citizens, and has ever been found indefatigable 
in his magifterial capacity as one of the juftices. 

Doétor Harrington’s philanthropy and charity are unboun- 
ded; and his humanity to the brute creation extended to fo 
great a degree, that he has left in his will one guinea per an- 
num for an annual fermon, to enforce the practice of huma- 
nity to brute animals. 


The Bath Humane Society, whether confidered in point of ~ 


rank and number of its members, or of the entertainments it 
weekly affords, is confeffedly the firft inftitution of the kind 
that is at prefent inthis kingdom. The Doétor-is the father 
and founder of this fociety ; and his health is one of the only 
three toafts which are given inthe room. 





THE SYLPH; 
OR, 


Tuz HISTORY or SOPHIA MERTON. 
(Continued from Page 265.) 


LOVE IN AN EXTRAORDINARY DRESS. 

HE fylph will now turn the attention of his pupils to 

a lover of a very extraordinary clafs, who began to 
appear amongft the foremoft of thofe whom the attractions of 
Sophia drew around her. Sophia having juft cut out at 
whilt one evening at the weekly affembly, was flanding by 
the fide of a card table, looking on as the reft of the party 
were beginning a new rubber, the door of the aflembly room 
opened, and a Mr. Crofts, a gentleman of Mellford, entered, 
followed by a tall and rather flriking perfon whom Sophia 
did not know. The room, like moft other public ones, 


was built with a fire place at each end; near one of thefe 


my 












































288 





THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


my ward was ftanding, and it happened that the tables ang 
groupes between her and the door formed a kind of avenue, 
to which her figure was the termination, fomewhat refem. 
bling a vifta, with a ftatue for its perfpe&tive. From the 
inftant the flranger entered, his eyes were fixed on my ward, 
and fo remarkably as to attraét her notice. Mr. Crofts pro. 
ceeded up the room, talking to various people, and followed 
by the flranger, who Sophia now difcovered from the cor. 
verfation around- her was a Mr. Maxfield, a. near relation of 
Mr. Crofts, juft arrived from abroad ; the latter, when he 
came near ny ward, faid fomething to her of common chit. 
chat, but did not introduce Maxfield in any form. Both the 
gentlemen foon after fat down to cards, but the eyes of Max. 
field ftill appeared to be unaceountably attraf&ied towards 
Sophia, and when he rofe from the card table he contrived to 
enter into converfation with her. 

Mr. Crofts was an old friend of Sophia’s family, and 
fome intimate friends and diftant relations of his and Max. 
field’s were concerned in the guardianfhip of her fortune ; 
all this gave Maxfield a fair opportunity to confider himlelf 
as.an acquaintance, and he talked to her of the years. which 
had pafled fince he quitted Mellford, ‘ When I left it,” 
faid-he, “* you was a baby in your nurfe’s arms ;” he did 
not add, I find you at my return a charming young woman; 
but he jooked it, amd a great deal more. Maxfield had held 
a polit in adiflant part of the Britifh dominions, which, after 
many years, he had now quitted with a proper compenfation, 
and was returned to his native county with the intention of 
there pafling the remainder of his days. In his manner and 
appearance there were fome traits and combinations very 
remarkable, of which the fy!ph will endeavour to give his 
pupils fome idea, and as Auri wil! find it neceffary to fay a 
great deal hereafter concerning this gentleman, his defcrip- 
tion muft not be confined to Maxfield’s,appearance this even- 
ing; but rather pourtray the marking features of his general 
behaviour and appearance. Mr. Maxfield was of an age 
when aman ean neither be faid with propriety to be either 
young or old; in perfon he was rather tall, and extremely 
erecl; his features were ftrong and very expreflive ; to 
which were added a pair of dark eyes abfolutely flaming. 
He had undoubtedly much of the gentleman in his manner, 
and without appearing to think of his drefs, was always re+ 
markably neat and properly attired ; with all this he united 
a peculiar kind of formal ftiffnets, joined fometimes with an 
evident defire to be eafy, and even what was once called-in 
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: i ; indeed, his converfation occafionally was 
pat ae por oath mer expreffed in the quaint language 
eae of ike be inning of the laft century, infomuch that his own 
—— - he 74 was fill living, protefted her fon’s figures of 
to Pa h refembled thofe of her own grandfather; and that fhe 
ee cea n ready to imagine that his foul animated her fon : 
tae The old lady laughed, and his other friends laughed, but 
es, tek ld retained, immoveably, his own ftile and antique 
- oe si lh particularly when he was difpofed to be lively. 
ret te could not be faid of Maxfield, in the words of Milton, 
a when defcribing the warring angels, that 
oth the “ On his creft fat horror plumed ;” 
’ Max. | 
owards fF but it might be faid, that | 
wi On his creft fat ftatelinefs, in formal {miles array’d. | 
fn i i y t that his condué& in 
of his acquaintance gave ou) t 

a anti had been jails libertine, adding, “ Some tinéture 

ate of that kind was ftill remaining ;” be that as it might, his ge« 

a neral behaviour to ladies was refpeétful, though formal. It 

wee is probable the formality and ftiffnefs fo remarkable in this 

of it, gentleman’s manner, was at firft nothing more than a fome- Es 
_— what lefs eafy carriage than moft genteel young men, which bt 
9 helt his long refidence ina place of inferior elegance to his native - 
oo country, might have ripened into that kind of formality fo 

— prevalent in the laft century; and during his abfence, the | 

wy world of England was adopting its very antipodes ; fo that 

7s it cannot be.wondered at, that on his return the ftile of his 

= behaviour appeared fo fingular. Such was the man who, 

By almoft at firft fight, fell in love with the interefting ward of 

e winged Auri. 

wt ar arden which the fylph has defcribed at the weekly 

ne allembly, between Maxfield and Sophia Merton, occurred 

vee) before the conclufion of the old year; but as the former left 

i Mellford foon after for fome weeks, the fylph delayed to 

f a notice it, until it was time to bring him forward on the cana 

. i. vals in aconfpicuous point of view. - 

sei Soon afterthe commencement of the new year, Maxfiel 

ee began to be confidered as an inhabitant of Mellford ; his 

a connexions with old friends of Sophia’s family gave him fre- 

ye quent opportunities of converfing with my ward, and when- 

vied pr they met he furveyed her with the moft {crutinizing 

oDdiervation. 
ait Vou. XXXV, 2X The 
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The hours of {pring which bids the violet bloom, again 
drew on, and Sophia compleated her eighteenth year: The 
friends refumed their walks, in which Maxfield was. often 
their attendant, and a change was obfervable in his manner, 
which became more expreflive of the lover, although with 
much formality: he appeared to watch with the utmof 
anxiety every word and aétion of Sophia, and to entertain 
for her a fierce kind of love, or fafcination, by which very 
little tendernefs was implied ; his eyes, naturally fiery, ab. 
folutely flamed when they turned towards her, and feemed to 
penetrate every fentiment of her foul, 

Maxfield treated my ward with the greateft refpe&, yet 
his whole manner indicated the moft fearful, doubting, and 
anxious ftateof mind; he could not but recolleé& a dreadful 
difparity of age, and impelled as he was by a violent paffion, 
yet, he could {carce wifh himfelf fuccefs in gaining the hand 
of Sophia Merton. ; 

The attentions of Mr. Maxfieldto Mifs Merton drew the 
abfervation of al! their friends and acquaintance; they 
langhed and wondered : as to my ward, fhe neither parti. 
cularly encouraged, or difcouraged, the preference Maxftld 
evidently fhewed her. It happened about this time that 
Mr. Dorrel, (whom the fylph requefted his fair readers not 
to torget,) again made his appearance in the fcenes of this 
hiftory, and {pent a few days in Mellford. The love affair 
in which he had formerly been entangled, now began tobe de- 
veloped, and his mind being more at eafe, he beheld my ward 
with increaled intereft and increafed admiration, | Sophia 
received his homage with complacency ; and although bis 
{tay in Mellford was very fhort, it fomewhat awakened the 
jealoufy of Maxfield, which was pretty evident, in fpiteot 
the veilof formality under which he always ftrove toconceal 
his feelings : but this was dnly a palling cloud, and he foon 
appeared more and more the lover, in tne ideas of the circles 
of Mellford; for even when gravely feated. at the whil 
table, where he was confidered as an adept, his eyes often 
wandered from the four kings to watch the loaks of Sophia 
Merton. 

The conftant affiduities of Maxfield now became fo very 
particular, that all my ward’s acquaintance fuppofed he was 
paying his addrefles in form; and many a fly. obfervation, 
and many: acbrilliant fally of wit, fhe was obliged to hear 
trom Mrs: Byron, and Mifs-Alton, on the occafion ; who, 
as cenfors general of the gay circles of Mellford, had all 
due iatelligence conveyedto them of Sophia’s new com 
quel. 
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queft. She herfelf really expeéted a declaration from her 
admirer, and ferioufly fat down to reafon the matter, and to 
confider what anfwer it would be proper for her to give} 
herd eliberations were much the fame as in the cafe of Co- 
lone] Benfon, although the vifions which danced before her, 
were far lefs inviting : her little heart was perplexed ina 
labyrinth of irrefolution, when a ftrange caprice in her 
lover’s conduét faved her, asin the former cafe, the trouble 
of deciding. 

The friends who fuperintended Sophia’s condu&, per- 
mitted her to form little card parties, and receive fuch com- 
pany as they judged proper; amongf{t thefe, two or three 
gentlemen were generally included. It happened one day, 
that expecting a few friendsto take their tea with her, my 
ward afked Maxfield, (then inthe height of his affiduities,) 
to meet them. In the afternoon of that day, having finifhed 
her drefs, Sophia took up the Vicar of Wakefield, to fill up 
the vacant time, until the vifiting hour arrived; and was 
reading very attentively in her own room, when, to her great 
furprize, fhe was informed Mr. Maxfield was below. 
“ Good Heavens! what could bring him there fo early ?” 
She could draw but one conclufion, and in fomewhat of a 
flutter, prepared to meet him. She accordingly defcended 
to the parlour with as carclefs an air as fhe could affume ; the 
hiftory of the good vicar in her hand. On entering the 
room fhe was almoft petrified with aftonifhment, at obferving 
the look of gioomy perplexity with which Maxfield ac- 
cofted her, and made a formal apology for not having it in 
his power to join her party at tea that evening. The pride ot 
Sophia took the alarm, at the great alteration in her admirer’s 
manner, and fhe an{wered him with proper dignity and com- 
pofure. Maxfield fat a few minutes loft in filent thought, 
with his eyes fixed on the floor ; and then with a conftrained 
but refpeétful bow departed. Anger and indignation ftrongly 
affe€ted the feelings of my ward, at being made the fubjeét of 
fuch a ftrange caprice: But fhe received her company in 
tolerable fpirits, and her guardian fylph beheld, with {atis- 
faétion, that her vexation was far lefs violent, than when 
Benfon infulted thofe attractions he had profeffed fo ardently 
to adinire, 

The behaviour of Maxfield when he now met Sophia, 
continued in the fameconttrained, perplexed ftile, which has 
jut been deferibed ; nay, his formal negleé& even fometimes 
amounted to rudencfs. The attentions my ward received 
from others, when the appeared in public, made the defeAion 
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of her formal lover lefs apparent; yet, the obferving few 
could not but notice the ftrange alteration ; and they were 
of opinion, that if he had determined to tear from his bofom 
the image of his young enchantrefs, it ought at leait to have 
been done without affronting her. 

There now remained no perfon whom Auri could con. 
fider as a lover, excepting Everard, who beginning to fee the 
folly of his old mode of aéting, adopted, when he had an 
opportunity of being near my ward, a more uniform ex. 
preflion of tendernefs than heretofore: but he remained only 
a very fhort time in fo favourable a predicament ; for before 
the commencement of the enfuing winter, a declared rival 
came forward, and fhared with him the watchful {crutiny of 
Auri. 

Ere we proceed further it will be neceflary fomewhat to 
break the thread of our hiftory, in order to give an accountof 
that rival and his family, previous to his acquaintance with 
Sophia Merton. 

(To be continued.) 





GENERAL REVIEW of sPOLITICS, 
For Marcu, 1800, 


FRANCE, 
T the moment of affuming the reins of government, 
Bonaparte held out to the people the hope of a fpeedy 
and general peace; and to convince them of his fincerity, 
his earlieft exertion of authority was the opening of a cor- 
refpondence with the belligérent powers, for the purpolé of 
attaining that defirable obje&t. Worn by the fatigues, and 
enfeebled by the exertions incident to a conteft unufually 
a¢tive and ruinous, there is no reafon to doubt that every one 
of the contending nations would gladly have accepted the 
proffered olive, could they have been conviced that the boon 
was tendered with fincerity, and that by a premature recep- 
tion of it, they muft not have facrificed their deareft in- 
terefts. 

The refufal to negociate, on the part of the Britifh Ca 
binet, was given with the promptitude, decifion, and vigour, 
which their fituation, as rulers of a great nation, imperioully 
demanded. The franknefs of its language, remote from ¢x- 
aggerated pretenfion and diétatorial haughtinefs, fhowed that 
the authors knew and felt what was expeéted trom them, and 
were 
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were prepared to meet every approaching exigency with 
adequate means. ‘They could not negociate fora permanent 
peace with a power fo recent in its eftablifhment, and {fo novel 
jn its nature, that it could not be prefumed to poffefs any 
fingle feature of permanence and fecurity ; they referred 
that power to the evidence of faéts, and the teft of expe- 
rience ; but ‘they offered to the people of France, as the 
ready means of terminating every difference, and giving that 
repofe to the minds of their enemies which would preclude 
every other telt, the reftoration of royalty, in the perfon of 
their lawful fovereign. Such was the propofed alternative. 
The latter part, pregnant with immediate peace, does not 
feem likely to be accepted, and it remains only to be con- 
fidered, how far experience and faéts warrant the fuppofition, 
that at fome day, not far diftant perhaps, a fuccefsful negotia- 
tion may be commenced with the préfent ruler of France. 

In confidering the chara¢ter of Bonaparte for the purpofe 
of elucidating this difcuffion, it will not be candid to judge 
him by thofe traits which he exhibited before he had attained 
his prefent pre-eminence: we muft not confider him as a 
defperate marauder, at the head of an outcaft banditti, but as 
the chief depofitary of the executive power of a mighty 
mation. It is not neceflary to emblazon his former f{uccefles, 
or to expatiate on his paft crimes; the fituation he now holds 
istotally new, his refponfibility effentially different, and his 
means of power derived from fources utterly diflimilar. 
His government is now ftrengthened by three months of du- 
ration, and by the fuppreflion of a bold and well-organized 
oppofition : hitherto every thing indicates permanency, and 
if he remains unfhaken by the fhock of the campaign, it may 
fairly be confidered that experience will warrant the hope of 
peace, fo far as depends on a ftable and competent power to 
treat. But whether the character of Bonaparte permits the 
hope of equitable terms is another objeét of confideration. 
The mildnefs of his difpofition, fince he attained fovereign 
power, has been too readily conceded; it is a {mall merit not to 
have flained his newly acquired palace with the blood of vic- 
tums; France was already tired of fanguinary revolutions, and 
the Corfican aéted with confiflent policy in depriving his ad- 
veriaries, for one moment at leail, of the power of applying 
to him, the term barbare, which they are always ready to be- 
ftow on his countrymen. Bonaparte has fhown that he did 
not want pride, by his triumphant entry into the Thuilleries 
drawn by milk-white horfes, the gift of the Emperor ; he has 
thown that his mind was not exempt from cruelty, by the un. 
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neceflary execution of Frotte, the royalift general, and all his 
fiaff; his peremptory fuppreilion of all journals, except a 
certain number exprefsly devoted to him, fhow a refolute con. 
tempt of every ruleof right, and évery principle of liberty, 
Pride, cruelty, and acontempt of right, arethe ingredients 
which form the charatier of atyrant; but the faé of a ty. 
rant bearing the chief rile in France, does not preclude the 
poflibility of peace in Europe. The charatter of Bona- 
parte’s government, as it relates to other nations, and to this 
country in particular, is of far greater importance. Since 
his acceflion tothe confulate he has fhown a difpofition to 
conciliate the good opinion of foreign nations, from which the 
happieft effeéts may be reafonably prefaged. Unlike his pre. 
deceflors, who, while they could retain an ill-gotten and pre- 
carious power, were utterly regardlefs of reputation, he 
feems anxious to give to his domination a bien/eance which 
fall calm the minds of the people, and take away that well. 
warranted jealoufy of their principles which would always 
prevent afincere and cordial conciliation with other nations. 
Under him the public mind is no longer agitated with {peeches 
tending to excite and inflame irreconcileable animofities, nor 
is the necefflity of deftroying all the thrones upon earth; that 
France may be free, inculcated either in fpeech or writing. 
The national enthufiafm for politics is permitted to fubfide in 
an enthufiafm more natural to them, that of pleafure. 

The greateft hope to be derived froma fuccefsful campaign 
would be that of treating with France for peace within het 
ancient limits. Could that objeét be attained, fecurity would 
once more attend the termination of hofhlitv. Could fucha 
confederacy be made, {upported by a fufficient co-operation 
in the bofom of France, as to promife the reftoration of the 
ancient lineof Kings in one or two campaigns, Great Britain 
ought not to forego her fhare in an enterprife fo juft, fo glo- 
rious, and, generally confidered, fo advantageous ; but m- 
nifters never did, and wetruft never will make the new- 
modelling of the internal government of France, without the 
confent of the people, the motive of war, or an indifpenfable 
requifite of peace. 

The leading tranfaction of the French government, exclu- 
five of thofe already enumerated, is the clofing of the emi 
grant lift;—a well timed and neceflary meafure, m every 
refpe&: it fhows that the government feels confident in its 
own ftrength, and is willing to forego an engine of tyranny 
which has been wielded with fuch terrible effe&t by all the 
reth and fanguinary empirics who for the taft ten years have 
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governed in France. Bonaparte has fhown great vigour and 
induftry in his preparations for war; but-has met with obfta. 
cles of. the greateit weight in the ruined ftate of the finances, 
and the exhaufied enthufiafm of the people. To remedy the 
want of credit, every expedient has been reforted to, and 
évery argument ufed to induce the people to confide their 
property to’a national bank ; but arguments muft ever fail in 
producing this effeét, except in a country where a well-efta- 
blithed, popular, and juft government, and a certain and well- 
regulated commerce, furnifh the means of. making payments 
im fuch a manner as to infpire confidence and obviate doubt. 


IRELAND, 


The union of this country with Great Britain, proceeds in 
amanner which indicates a certainty of ultimate fuccefs. 
The debates on this fubjeét inthe Irifh Parliament have been 
uncommonly animated, and on one occafion proceeded to 
fuch extremes of perfonality, that a duel was fought between 
two of the members (Corry and Grattan). As no efforts 
have been omitted which intereft and zeal could infpire, te 
excite commotions among the people, important refults might 
have been expetieds but fuch are the vigilance and vigour 
of government, or fuch the dread excited by the ill fudcefs 
of late rebellions, that no movement of confequence has taken 
place, Im Drogheda fome few efforts have been made, but 
they do not appear of importance enough to excite more 
than a momentary alarm, even in their own vicinity. The 
budget was opened by the Chancellor of the Exchequer on 
the 28th of February, and the fum of 4,425,223l. being the 
extra fum required for the fervice of the current year, taxe 
were propofed on the following articles :-—paper, fe:vants, 
armorial bearings, hats, port, and claret. New regulations 
were made for the colony trade; the old duties on leathe 
and paper, malt and windows : and 65,000}. are to be raifed 
by lottery. A bill framed for the fuppreflion of rebellion 
has alfo experienced much oppolition, and given rife to fome 
lirenuous debates, but patled. 

GREAT.BRITAIN. 

The important rank fuflained by this country among the 
powers of Europe, renders the exultation of Britons in their 
honourable birth-right excufable, and even laudable, in the 
eyes of other nations. After fo long and fo expenfive a 
conteft, fhe is enabled to raife fupplies, which to other coun- 
ties mull appear aftonifhing, if not incredible, without any 
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perceptible addition to the previoufly exifting burthens, and 
without any facrifice or conceffion on tie part of government. 
Throughout the kingdom the moft a€tive preparations are 
making for an extenfive and important fecret expedition ; 
yet no interruption of peace, no relaxation of bufinefs, no 
ftagnation of pleafure, can be perceived. After a conteft 
of feven years, our commerce is rather extended than dimi. 
nifhed; our navies ride not merely triumphant but unoppofed, 
andthe wealth of the univerfe is wafted into our harbours, 
In fuch a pofition, Great Britain has nothing further to hope 
from the continuance of war, and therefore mutt neceffarily 
be inclined to peace, when it can be attained with fafety ; but 
if the defe&tion of every ally fhould leave her under the ne. 
ceflity of continuing the confli& alone, fhe would be able to 
maintain her. prefent ftate, and proudly wave her banner in 
every quarter of the globe. Such is not likely to be ‘the 
cafe; and if war muft yet continue, there is no doubt of the 
co-operation of f{pirited and powertul allies in oppofing and 
weakening the common enemy. The fecret expedition ap- 
pears deftined to atchievements. of great importance, and is 
fuppofed to await the junétion of atormi@@ble corps of Ruf- 
fians, who are affembled on the fhores off the Baltic. 

The attention of Parliament has been forcibly called to 
the important objeét of remedying the deficiency of the late 
crops, by every means which economy and wifdom can dic- 
tate. Sumptuary regulations have been recommended both 
by precept and example; and bounties on importation of. 
fered with fo much judgment and liberality, that there.is 
good reafon to hope fora fufficient fupply to render every 
privation, fave thofe which prudence and economy fhauld 
always diétate, unnecefflary. The culture of potatoes, a mot 
important and ufeful fubftitute for bread, has alfo engaged the 
attention of the legiflature, and will, in all probability, be fo 
encouraged, as to render future fcarcities extremely impro- 
bable. The nature of that combination which has of late fo 
fhamefully enhanced the price of coals in the London mar- 
ket, will alfo undergo a thorough inveftigation, from the [pi- 
rited and judicious efforts of Mr. Manning. Such are the 
moft important topics with refpeé to interior regulation, 
which have been debated in thetwo Houfes. 

Although we mutt allow that the laft harveft was unfavour- 
able, we are thoroughly convinced that the exceffive high 
price of cornis ina great meafure to be attributed to the ne- 
farious arts of monopolizers, which we hope will be, pre- 
vented in future. 
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AN ANECDOTE, ' 


HEN the celebrated Duc de Longueville was pteffed 

by fome of his fycophants to profecute fome neigh. 
bouring gentlemen who hunted upon his manors, he replied, 
“ Pray let them alone; I prefer having Jriends -to having 


game,” 





Anfwer, by T. Shoel,of ‘Montacute, to T.'Churchoufe’s Re- 


bus, tnferted Fanuary 27, 


HE folerin ORGAN whofe majeftic found 
Makes the long aifles and vaulted roofs rebound, 
Of mufic wakes the foul-infpiring ftrain, . > 
If right I guefs your rebus will explain, 

*.* We have received the like anfwer from R. .Andrews, 
and J. King, of Kingfbridge; S. Brown, of Newton Abbot ; 
R. Thomas, W. Harris, jun. W. Hobbs, and T. Whicker, 
of Exeter; W. Brock, of Evercreech; R; Maffett, of Salt- 
ahh; George Coulmap, of Broadhempiton; J, R. Toulmin; 
P. Ninnis, and J. Ninffis, of St. Auftell; T. Jarvis, of Mal- 
borough; J. Ball, and N. Knott, of Taunton; G. England, 
of Uplyme; Serjeant Ath, of the Exminfler: Volunteers ; 
Serjeant Whittle, of the Upway Volunteers; W. Bickham, 
jun. of Athburton; and R. Towning, of. Fivehead. 





An ANAGRAM. 


Sportfman, Sirs, if you tranfpofe, 
A certain bloifom you'll -difclofe. 





A REBUS, by W. Hoare, Fun. of Dean Prior. 
INDICTIVE firfl! the vi€lims of thy rage 


Lie ftrew’d o’er nature’s blood polluted face; 
As in the prefent, fo in every age, 
. 7 7 . 
In various forms haft crufh’d the human race. 


Malicious next, of mutual blifs the foe, 
I hate thy deeds, and execrate thy name; 
How bleft are thofe whofe hearts in union glow, 
Lit by aufpicious friendthip’s heav’nly flame ! 
VoL. XXXV, 2¥ When 
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When Sol! great lord of day! withdraws his light, 
And pitchy darknefs veils th’ ethereal fcene, 
Amid the vaft ftupendous vault of ‘night 
Oft-times my third fufpends her lamp ferene, 


While fenfe profound, embellifhed with wit, 
And elocution has the power to charm, 

My fourth deliver’d by a Fox or Pitt 
Muft pleafe-the fancy, and the paffions warm, 


Pourtray the feafon when the land{cape wears 
A {weet variety of lovely hues; 
A pleafing uniformity appears 
Amid the whole which beauteous Myra views. 


When o’er yon confecrated {pot I roam 
May deep refleétions fill my penfive mind! 
At midnight drear amid fepulchral gloom, 
My valued friend was to my fixth refign’d. 


Defcribe the habitation of the blefs’d, 
Where happy fpirits in exalted ftrains, 
In all the manfions of eternal reft 
Shout Haflelujahs o’er the blifsful plains. 


When contemplation elevates your thought, 
And you behold the bleffed thus employ’d, 

Know ye my next, nor let it be forgot, 
Mutt be by all or fuffer’d or enjoy’d. 


Compafhion makes the foul fufceptible 
Of every fuff'rance of humanity ; 

And the humane for thee, my next, muft feel, 
And deprecate the reign of tyranny. 


Alas! my next, I mourn thy wretched flate, 
Expatriated from thy native home ; 

While friends and relatives commiferate 
Thy fad condition, and. lament thy doam, 


The ruftic who, as night approaches faft, 
Returning homeward chaunts a fong with glee, 
He needs the {weet refrefhment of my laft 
To fit him for the toils of induftry, 


Range the initials then, ye bards of fenfe, 
Of Athens’ patriotic pride you’!] fing, 
Whoft thund’ring, deep, refiftlefs eloquence 
Struck with affright the Macedonian King. 
9 POETRY. 
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Yhe HAUNTED BEACH. 
By Mrs, Rosinson. 


UT a lonely defart beach, 
Where the white foam was {catter’d, 
A little fhed uprear’d its head, 
Tho’ lofty barks were fhatter’d! 
The fea-weeds gath’ring near the door, 
Afombre path difplay’d, 
And, al! around, the deaf*ning roar 
Re-echo’d on the chalky thore— 
By the green billows made. 


Above, a jutting cliff was feen, 
Where fea-birds hover’d cravings 
And, all around, the crags were bound 
With weeds for ever waving ; 
And, here and:there, a cavern wide 
Its fhad’wy jaws difplay’d, 
And nearthe fand, at ebb of tide, 
A hhatter’d maft was feen to ride, 
Where the green billows ftray’d. 


And often, while the moaning wiad 
Stole o’er the fummer ocean, 

The moonlight feene was all {erene— 
The waters fcarce ia motion. 

Then, while the fmoothly-flanting fand 
The tall cliff wrapp’d in fhade, 

The fitherman beheld a band 

Of {pedtres, gliding, hand in hand, 
Where the green billows play’d ! 


All pale their faces were, a3 {now ! 
And fullenly they wander’d ; 
And to the fkies, with hollow eyes, 
They leok’d as tho’ they ponder’d ! 
And fometimes, from their hammock fhroud, 
They difmal howlings made; 
Aad while the blalt blew ftrong and loud, 
The clear moon mark’d the ghaitly crowds 
Where the green billows play’d. 


And then, above the haunted hut, 
he curlews, {creaming, hover'd ; 
And the low door, with furious roar, 
The frothy breakers cover'd, 
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For in the fitherman’s lone fhed 
A MURDER’D MAN was laid, 
With ten wide gafhes on his head ; 
And deep was made his fandy bed, 
Where the green billows play’d. 


The fpeétre band, his meffmates bold, 
Sunk in the yawning ocean ! 

While to the matt he lath’d him faft, 
And brav’d the ftorm’s commotion. 

The winter moon upon the fand 
A filv’ry carpet made, 

And mark’d the failor reach the land— 

And mark’d his murd’rer wath his hand, 
Where the green billows play’d ! 


And, fince that hour, the fihherman 
Has toil’d, and toil’d in vain ! 

For, all the night, the moony light 
Gleams on the fpectred mtn 

And wher the fkies are veil'd in gloom, 
The murd’rer’s liquid way 

Bounds o'er the deeply yawning tomb, 

And flafhing fires the {ands illume! 
Where the green billows play. 


Full thirty years his tafk has grown, 
Day after day more weary ; 

For Heaven defign’d his guilty mind. 
Should feed on profpects dreary ; 

Bound by a ftrong and myitic chain, 
He has not pow’r to itray; 

But, deftin’d mis’ry to fultain, 

He wattes, in folitude and pain, 
A loathfome life away ! 





LINES addrefed to Mifs B*D**LL, of St. Thomas. 


IND, gentle nymph! with grace divine, 
Propitious hear my lay ; 
Who can withftand fuch charms as thine? 
Bright as the orb of day. 
Youth, beauty, innocence, and love, 
A mind fupremely great ; 
Unhhaken conftancy, to prove 
Thy heart knows not deceit. 
May Heaven thy virtuous path dired, 
And guide thee thro’ life’s way, 
And e’er thy {potlefs name protect 
*Till virtue’s felf decay ! 
And when thy daily courfe is run, 
When life’s career is o’er, 
Maytt thou, fair emblem of the fun, 
Rife brighter than before | 
Exeter, March, 1800 


———— 


W. J. H. 


















































